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	Background
On the 23rd May The Minister for Children and Families awarded NCC funding to be spent on capital expenditure in relation to short breaks for disabled children and young people.

As part of the Aiming High for Disabled Children (AHDC), Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) received a capital grant (08-11,) which was spent in a variety of ways including: sensory equipment & rooms, sports equipment, activity/cinema room, contract carer adaptations, Robin Hood Activity Centre and leisure centres.

We would like to invite providers of shorts breaks for disabled children and young people to submit an Expression of Interest Application for capital grant funding.  Please see timeline flow chart for application and decision making process.
Capital expenditure is defined in general terms as expenditure in relation to:

• The acquisition or creation of a new asset

• The enhancement of existing assets

It MUST yield a benefit for a period of more than one year and have a total cost of greater than the Local Authority’s de minimis for capital expenditure (£6,000)
Criteria

· The funding is for capital grant expenditure to improve short break provision for disabled children

· It should not substitute for funding that would otherwise have been used to meet the requirements of disability legislation

· The capital project needs to be completed by 31st March 2012.  All building work complete and/or equipment received by this date.

· Applications need to demonstrate how any ongoing maintenance and/or revenue costs will be funded.

· All successful projects will be subject to regular monitoring (2-3 monthly) and completion of an End of Grant Report by April 2012.

· If a project has received capital grant funding as part of AHDC an End of Grant report MUST have been submitted prior to an application being made.
· All successful projects will be required to sign an NCC Grant Agreement.

· On going monitoring post April 2012 will be written into the Grant Agreement.

· Funding may be released in stages to match the projects timeline.
It is envisaged that successful projects will be informed in August 2011 with projects taking place between Sept 2011 and March 2012 (see enclosed flow chart for timeline).

Due to the tight timeframe large scale build projects will not be considered
Priorities

    As part of the AHDC Disabled Children and Young People told us they want to:

· Go swimming

· Meet with friends

· Places to go outside

· Enjoy bowling
· Go to the park

· Go to the cinema

· Go ice skating

· Go dancing

· Enjoy horse riding
Based on the above feedback from children and young people we have identified the 

following areas that will be considered as priority for capital grant funding in 2011-2012.     

· Enhancing fun activities for children and young people especially at weekends, evenings and holidays

· Outdoor play and leisure

· In and outdoor sporting activities

Projects that will benefit the following groups of children and young people will also be prioritised.

· Children and young people with ASD
· Children and young people with complex health needs 
· Children and young people aged 11+ with moving and handling needs that will require equipment and adaptations. 
· Children and young people where challenging behaviour is associated with other impairments (e.g. severe learning disability).
· Young people 14+. The young people who fall into this group are young people
          who are severely disabled and require services that are appropriate to their age.

If you would like to submit an Expression of Interest Application to be considered for Capital Grant Funding please complete the enclosed paperwork: Capital Grant EOI form, Annex A, Annex B and Smart Objectives and return before 12 noon Wednesday 6th July 2011 to:

Delona Sweeney
Short Breaks Project Administrator
Nottinghamshire Children & Young People's Services

West Bridgford House

Loughborough Road

West Bridgford

Nottingham

NG2 7UN

Email: ahdcpathfinder@nottscc.gov.uk   
Due to the tight timescale, no late applications will be accepted at any stage
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